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THE POSSIBILITY OF INTRODUCING PINUS COULTERI TO ISRAEL

AMI SHACHORI

The critical factors thought to deter-
mine the introduction of Coulter Pine to
the Galilee Region in Israel are discussed
in a form of a comparison between the
natural and artificial sites of coulteri pine
in California — and the Galilee region in
Israel, These factors include a comparison
of prevailing temperatures, rainfall and its
distribution, soil and soil water regime.

In conclusion, the critical factors involv-
ed may be summarized as follows :

1. Danger of sudden break in spring
in a form of Khamseens (hot-dry spell)
during the seedlings first year of plant-
ing; problem which might be overcome
by planting early in fall, and thus giving

the seedling a greater chance to survive
the summer drought,

2. Danger from competing annual ve-
getation — during the vear of planting; a
problem which might necessitate removal
of competing vegetation around the seedl-
ing.

3. Question of future growth on a shal-
low Galilee soil, a problem which can only
be answered after years of planting to
see how the pine develops its strong adap-
tability potential,

Consequently it seems that the Coulter-
pine does have the potentialities to develop

into timber size tree on the Galilee Moun-
tains,

NOTES ON FOREST TREES IN THE BOTANICAL GARDEN

OF MIKVEH ISRAEL

By D. SAIDENBERG,

Mikveh Israel Agricultural School

The botanical garden of Mikveh Israel,
situated in the coastal plain in the vici-
nity of Tel-Aviv, is the oldest arboretum
of the country, It owes its fame to the
fact that the first eucalyptus introduced

into this country were planted there. Since
1930 numerous trees have been planted,
and short notes are given on the acclima-
tization of various species.
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species of Eucalyptus rostrata, Pinus ha-
lepensis and Amygdalus communis there
are drought resisting strains which may
thrive well under desert conditions without

irrigation, These strains are to be selected
and serve as a basis for further afforesta-
tion experiments of the Negev,

FORESTRY IN MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES

In the last years, new developments in
the fields of forestry and afforestation
are taking place everywhere in the Medi-
terranean basin, and it is of prime im-
portance to Israeli foresters to go abroad
and study the possibility of applying them
here., Mr, Joseph Weitz, head of the Land
and Afforestation Division of the Jewish
National Fund, during his visit to the
countries of North Africa, had the oppor-
tunity of inspecting new methods in affo-

restation work there, The planting of trees
on mounds and the introduction of Cedrus
atlantica on lower elevations are discussed
in this article.

Y. Herschenson’s paper outlines forestry
in Cyprus, mainly as far as management
and policy are concerned, while M. Alon
gives a vivid sketch of afforestation and
nursery practices in Italy and Sicily and
stresses the possibilities Israel offers for
the cultivation of the pistachio.

THE DESERT LOCUST

By Dr. R. GAVRIELITH

Plant Protection Department

Notes are given on the morphology and
biology olf the desert locust (Schistocerca
gregaria, Forsk.). At several instances,
this species has caused heavy damages to
various crops; as afforestation in the Ne-

gev is progressing, many trees have also
been injured. The fight against locusts by
baiting, dusting and spraying is outlined
and the need for international co-operation
is stressed.
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crops in the past and is still threatening
our farmers, This year swarms of locusts
have appeared again in large numbers,
In the winter and spring they attacked
the tamarisk forests and the eucalyptus
road-side plantations in the Negev eating
‘up the young growth, The damage was
particularly great to the young saplings
and cuttings planted out this year,

L. H. Boas, 1878—1955

By the death, on 16th October 1955, of
Isaac Herbert Boas, Australia has lost one
of its most outstanding personalities in
the field of forest and wood utilization.

Born in South Australia, a son of the
Rabbi of the Adelaide Hebrew Congrega-
tion, he started his career as a lecturer in
physics and chemistry at various Austra-
lian universities, In 1918 he began his
work on the pulping of eucalypt wood for
paper making and in 1928 he was invited
to become the first Chief of the newly

formed Division of Forest Products, Coun-
cil of Scientific and Industrial Research.
He retired in 1944 when it was common-
ly acnkowledged that under his direction
the new Division has made big contribu-
tions to the increased efficiency of the
Australian timber industry, Thanks to
1. H. Boas, the Division has earned a
place amongst the leading forest product
laboratories of the world.

He took an active part in the life of
the Jewish community and was an untir-
ing worker on bchalf of those Jews who
found refuge in Australia.

1. H. Boas will be well remembered by
our Society, Several of his papers have
appeared in our Journal in Hebrew trans-
lation. He was a Honorary Member of
our Society.

The Society of Israeli Foresters mourns
a great scientist and a man whose work
won him the esteem of both scientists and
Jews the world over,

THE ECOLOGY OF NON-IRRIGATED CULTIVATED FOREST TREES

IN THE NEGEV

By Prof. M. ZOHARY and Y. WEISEL, Hebrew University

Among the four soil types characteristic
of the Northern Negev, vi.: sand dunes,
loess, sandy loess and fluviatite loess, the
sand dunes and the sandy loess are most
suitable for afforestation under natural
conditions. Among others the following
trees have shown most successful growth :
Eucalyptus rostrata, Pinus halepensis.
Amygdalus communis, Tamariz aphylla,
T. gallica, Olea europea, Punica granatum.
Although under extreme desert conditions

with an annual rainfall of about 120 mm.
these two soil types possess available wa-
ter sufficient to maintain trees widely
spaced. The other types of soll are less
suitable for afforestation due to unfavour-
able soil moisture relations. Nevertheless,
Eucalyptus and Tamarix as well as Aca-
cia horrida grow in these soils but they
are less developed than in sandy soils.
Observations made so far point to the
assumption that within the widely variable
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Forestry activities in the planting season
of 1955-56

In the last planting season nearly 6%
million trees were planted out on an area

of 30,000 dunams (3,000 acres) and along

170 kms. of roadsides. The main species
planted were: pines 447, eucalypts 289,
cypresses 99, acacias 8¢, others 11%.

Out of the above total, the KKL (Jew-
ish National Fund) planted about 4 1/4
million saplings as new plantations on an
area of 22,000 dunams (2,200 acres) and
70,000 saplings along 38 kms. of roadside.
In beating up existing plantations, 300,000
saplings were used.

The Government Department of Forests
planted about a million trees in new plan-
tations on an area of 7,300 dunams (730
acres), 175,000 trees along 132 kms. of
roadsides and another 825,000 trees in
beating up existing plantations. In addi-
tion, a million trees were distributed free
of charge for private and community
planting.

PICA prize for forest research

For the second time, the Palestine Jew-
ish  Colonization Association (PICA),
founded by Baron E. de Rothschild, has
put at the disposal of our Society a prize
to be awadred for original research in for-
estry and forest products utilization. ¥From

9 papers submitted, the judges, composed
of Messrs, A. Y. Goor, A. Hadas and J.
Weitz, selected the work of Dr. R. Kar-
schon on “Iron Chlorosis in Eucalyptus
camaldulensis Dehn, and its incidence in
relation to soil properties” (to be publish-
ed shortly in “Ilanoth”, No. 3).

Kol Israel calling

On the occasion of Tu-bi-Shvat, the
Tree Festival, Kol Israel, the Voice of Is-
rael, included in its Hebrew program sev-
eral features on forestry and afforesta-
tion in Israel. As in previous years, these
emissions were prepared and read by
members of our Society. They included a
progress report on afforestation and for-
est policy, a series of facts on forestry
and wood utilization, little known to the
public as well as practical advices on tree
planting. The initiative of Kol Israel in
putting part of its program at the disposal
of forest propaganda is much welcomed,
as this is certainly the most important
means to reach the wide audience and to
bring right into their home the song of

the forest.

The Locust danger

In this issue appears an article on the
desert locust. It has been a great danger
and caused heavy damages to agricultural
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The Forest and the Tree in the Bible — Quotations
LOCUSTS

Erodus X :4,5 Behold, tomorrow will I bring the locusts into thy border; And they
shall cover the face of the earth... and they shall eat whatever remains. ..
and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of the field,

Exodus X: 14, 15 And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested
in all the borders of Egypt: very grievous were they, For they covered
the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; and they did
eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which the hail

had left....

Job XXXLX:20 Canst thou make him afraid as a locust? The glory of his nostrils
is terrible.

Jeremiah XLVI:23 ....because they are more than the locusts, and are innumerable,

Joel I:4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten and that
which the locust hath lefth hath the cankerworm eaten, and that which the
cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.

Joel 1:6 For a nation is come upon my land, strong, and without number, whose
teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion.

Joei 1:12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree,
the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are

withered.

Joel I1:2, 3, 4 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick
darkness as the morning, spread upon the mountains a great people and a
strong, there hath not been ever the like.., the land is as the garden of
Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness... The appea-

tf::x:u:e of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall
ey run.

Deuteronomy XXVIII:38 Thou shalt carry much seed out into the field, and shalt
gather but little in; for the locust shall consume it,
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“La-Yaaran”, established in 1950, is the organ of the Society of
Israeli Foresters.

[t is a medium for the exchange of information on forestry in all
its aspects among the foresters of Israel. Contributions are invited from
members and others.

Address all correspondence concerning editorial and business
matters to the Editor, Society of Israeli Foresters, Ilanoth, P.O.B. 88,
Nathanya, Israel. The Society assumes no responsibility for the state-

ments and opinions expressed by contributors.

Price to non-members 500 Pruta.



