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SALICACEAE
Salix acmophylla Boiss.
Populus euphratica Oliv.

CHENOFPODIACEAE

Atriplex halimus L.

ROSACEAE
Rubus sanctus Schreb.

LEGUMINOSAE
Retama raetam Forsk.) Webb

ANACARDIACEAE
Pistacia atlantica Desf.

RHAMNACEAE
Zizyphus lotus (L.) Lam.
Z. spina-Christi (L.) Willd.
TAMARICACEAE

Tamarix sp.

APOCYNACEAE
Nerium oleander L.

ASCLEPIADACEAE

Calotropis procera (Willd.) R. Br.
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EL HAMMA

By Dr. R. KARSCHON,
Forestry Division, The Volcani Institute of Agricultural Research, Ilanot

Site factors at El Hamma — geomorphology, hydrology and cli-
mate — are briefly reviewed and an outline is given of the natural
vegetation.

Zizyphus lotus scrub is prevalent on basalt and travertine while
the Atriplex halimus-Salsola vermiculata community is characteristic
of the Senonian limestone hills. Fringing hydrophytic vegetation prevails
along ponds and watercourses, with Populus euphratica reaching here
the northern limit of its distribution in Palestine.

Planted trees and shrubs are listed and brief notes are given on
their use in afforestation.

A list is given of the trees and shrubs native to El Hamma.

NOTE : The full English text of this paper has appeared in Leaflet For. Div.,
Nat. Univ, Inst. Agric., Ilanot No, 32.

CRITICAL REVISION OF THE RESULTS OF CONTROL OF THE
CYPRUS PROCESSIONARY CATERPILLAR

By J. HALPERIN,

Division of Entomology, The Volcani Institute of
Agricultural Research, Ilanot.

Examination of the results of control of the Cyprus processionary
caterpillar (Thaumetopoea wilkinsoni Tams) showed that its effect was
by no means commensurate to the expenditures and efforts. The causes
are believed to be threefold :

1. Frequent changes of the tent by the young larvae, their long stay
in the tent during moulting and prolonged pupal diapause ;

2. The needle morpholgy, height and often excessive density and
abundance of pine ;

3. Application of old insecticides at too low rates of active ingredient ;
use of various methods of control with poor timing and lack of
care and in only part of the affected area.

Recommendations are presented for more efficient control of the
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FOREST ENTOMOLOGY IN ISRAEL 1948—1968

By J. HALPERIN,

Department of Entomology, The Volcani Institute of
Agricultural Research, Ilanot.

A review is made of 96 papers dealing with forest insects and mites
in Israel. The results of research are grouped under the following
headings :

a. systematic groups such as Cerambycidae, termites, plant
lice, ete. ;

b. the entomofauna of forest trees §

c. the main insect pests of forests such as Matsucoccus
josephi, Thaumetopoea wilkinsoni, Fhoracantha semipunctata, etc.
The achievements and tasks are discussed of forest-entomological

research in Israel.

EUCALYPTS IN ISRAEL — AN INTRODUCTION TO THE
HISTORY OF FORESTRY

By J. WEITZ, Jerusalem.

After a short review of the history of the genus and its introduction
into countries of the Mediterranean basin the author reviews the sparse
information on the introduction of eucalypts into this country in 1883.
He credits Karl Neter, then Director of the Miqve Yisrael Agricultural
School, with the first introduction of Eucalyptus camaludulensis seeds
around 1883. An account is given of the first large-scale plantations
under difficult conditions at Hadera and Petah Tiqva for malaria control
between 1890 and 1900. From there the eucalypts spread to other Jewish
colonies in the north and eventually also to the south and the Negev.

No data are available on all the species tried but E. globulus is
known to have failed. Species trials started by A. Aaronsohn were
extended after World War I by the Forest Department of the British
Mandate and the Jewish National Fund. Special mention is made of the
comprehensive collection established at Rehovot in 1941, only remnants
of which persist. After the establishment of the State large arboreta
were planted at Ilanot and Gilat and for the first time systematic spe-
cies trials were laid out all throughout the country.

Data are given on some of the more promising species and the
good growth under specific conditions is emphasized of E. gompho-
cephala and E. occidentalis.
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occupied territories the forest services continued to act within the frame-
work of existing laws and according to current programmes. As a result
there was hardly any interruption due to the war. The Israel Forest Ser-
vice provided advice and instruction on improved working techniques and
also helped by supplying seed and nursery stock as well as sundry
equipment.

During the 1967/68 season a total of 1,280,000 saplings were planted
to establish new plantations. Out of this figure 490,000 saplings were
planted in Samaria, 540,000 — in Judea, 88,000 — in the so-called Gaza
Strip and 140,000 — in the El Arish area of Sinai. All of the nurseries
are being maintained and stock is being grown for this winter’s planting
season.

Unpublished research by the Ilanot Forestry Division deals with the
origin of the eucalypts of Kuneitra, the occurrence of forest insects in
Golan, the distribution of the pine processionary caterpillar in Judea and
Samaria and problems of the occurrence of Acacia albida in the Jericho
region. Research is also under way on the biology of the processionary
caterpillar under a wide range of altitudes (from the Judean Mountains
down to the Jordan Rift). A comprehensive monography on the forests
of Golan appeared in our last issue.

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Since we last wrote we had the pleasure to meet here the following
visitors and friends :

Dr. D.A.N. Cromer from Australia ;

Dr. A. Teich from Canada ;

Mr. M. Yudelevich from Chile ;

Mr. P. Rusack from Germany ;

Messrs. G. Kalligheros, M. Papazisis and J. Zerdele from Greece ;

Mr. N. Gachet from Madagascar ;

Mr. R. P. Yanga from The Philippines ;

Mr. C. Porter from South Africa (for a prolonged stay to study

afforestation in Israel) ;

Mr. P. Ettlinger from Switzerland ;

Mr. U. Krachangros from Thailand.

Mr. K. Tischler was awarded a fellowship for postgraduate studies
at the Swiss Institute of Technology where he works under Professor
H. Bosshardt. Messrs. Sh. Weitz and D. Heth attended the meetings of
the Forest Research Committee and the FAO Joint Subcommission on
Mediterranean Forestry Problems at Rome and participated in the study
tour to Sardinia. Messrs. J. Kaplan and Y. Zohar attended the Seminar
on Sand Fixation and Shelterbelts sponsored by FAO and the Government
of Danemark.
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EDITORIAL NOTES

TWENTY YEARS AFTER

Israel has celebrated this year the 20th anniversary of its indepen-
dence. A single glance shows that never in recent times was the country
as green : afforested areas now cover 43,500 hectares while natural
forests extend over 35,000 hectares.

The twenty years of statehood have seen many shifts in forest policy.
It is now realized that many of the afforestation projects need to be
viewed as protection forests ; only part of the area can be taken as pro-
duction forest and is now being managed accordingly. Eucalypt road-
sides, once the pride of foresters and extending along most highways and
major roads, are on the wane of disappearing due to the widening of
roads ; no provisions are made for planting along the new super-high-
ways. Yet, existing roadside plantations still play a prominent réle in
timber supply. Among the indirect benefits of the forest, recreation and
tourism now rank first and camping sites are being erected all through-
out the country. Scientific investigations still under way have replaced
past polemics on the effect of the forest upon the water regime. De-
monstrations of the réle of windbreaks and shelterbelts, particularly in
dry areas, have led to increased interest in the effect of shelter upon
crops. Except for sand dune fixation, the soil conservation aspect of
forestry now receives but little emphasis. Fire and pest control are rank-
ing high in current departmental activities. Forest research has been
expanded and the possibility of academic training in forestry is under
consideration.

The major tasks of forestry in the next decade are proper training
of forestry staff, proper management and treatment of additional forest
areas coming to age, increasing the forest area, strengthening of forest
research and improved communication with the public to stress the mul-
tiple benefits of forestry to the citizen and the State.

FORESTRY IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

For the first time since 19 years all of the area of the former Man-
date of Palestine came again under one single administration. In all the
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The Israel Forestry Association was founded in 1945. The objects of the
Association are to advance the development of forestry in Israel, to form a
centre for all those engaged in forestry, and to foster public interest in fores-
try and in the importance of forcsts. The Association holds regular meetings
and symposia and organizes excursions to areas of professional interest.
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