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1)

2)

3)

4)

More consideration should be given to forestry in arid and semi-arid
areas. Their forests are an integral part of all development pro-
grams. All benefits from the forests should be properly considered.

In wide areas of the world sand dune fixation represents a main
problem, therefore more consideration should be given to this
question.

The meeting recommends to FAO that it create a working group
which should deal with the establishment and management of forests
in arid and semi-arid areas.

The intensification of the exchange of experience in the experimen-
tal as well as in the practical field is recommended with special
stress on the solutions achieved.
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2) Introduction of technological innovations in all fields of forest
management including forestry administration.

3) Stressing the importance of forests for the human environment.

4) Establishing cooperaticn with other interested bodies, maintaining
a decisive position, initiative and execution.

5) [Establishing close cooperation with agriculture and industry, to se-
cure the provision of wood, having regard to the difficulties which
may arise in the future. For this special purpose land should be
allocated.

6) Professional specialization on all levels based on up to date teaching
methods and adapted programs. This will prepare the appropriate
reserve for the staffing of the forest service in the future.

7) Intensified cooperation with forestry research. Follow-up and eva-
luation of the results achieved.

8) Establishing a forest policy with due regard to the necessities of
the state on a proper scale and also in cooperation with other de-
velopment agencies.

REPORT ON A MEETING ON ARID ZONE AFFORESTATION

M. KOLAR,
Forest Department, Land Development Authority, Kiryat Hayim.

During the 7th World Forestry Congress an ad-hoc meeting on arid-
zone forestry was held. Coordinator of the meeting was M. Kolar (Israel)
assisted by O. Kram (Argentine).

More than 50 participants from Argentine, Brazil, Colombia, France,
Israel, Morocco, Mexico, Paraguay, Tunis, Turkey, U.K. and U.S. took
part in the work of the above meeting.

The coordinator opened the discussion by presenting the Israeli ex-
perience in arid and semi-arid zone forestry with all its applications to
other similar areas of the world.

In the discussion which followed delegates from Argentine, France,
Israel, Mexico, Tunis, U.K. and U.S. participated.

At the conclusion of the one-day meeting the following recommenda-
tions were submitted to the Congress:

"



THE 7TH WORLD FORESTRY CONGRESS

M. KOLAR, D. HETH,
Forest Department, Forestry Division,
Land Development Authority, Agricultural Research Organization,
Kiryat Hayim. Ilanot.

The following are the main features of the Seventh World Forestry
Congress.

Such meetings are organized to exchange views between delegations,
and to foster international cooperation among foresters.The recommen-
dations of the Congress are transmitted to the governments of the mem-
ber countries as the expression of professional opinion, and are for the
most part formulated in general terms. The Congress recognized that
if the forests are to increase their contribution to socio-economic deve-
lopment, the share of the developing countries in international trade in
forest products must expand.

There is a need to strengthen and adapt forestry institutions in the
light of the changing calls on the forestry sector, to enable them to make
their full contribution to political understanding and social and econo-
mic development.

Foresters have been pioneers in the struggle to conserve and ra-
tionally use renewable resources. Foresters recognize that forestry is
concerned not just with trees, but with how trees can serve people.

The Congress declares that the forester, being a citizen as well as
a professional, has the clear duty and responsibility to ensure that his
informed judgement is heard and understood at all levels of society.

Forestry research must be intensified and forestry education broa-
dened, with more emphasis on those disciplines that contribute to the
understanding and exercise of social responsibilities.

The Congress does not share the views of the prophets of doom. It
recognizes that the world will need an ever increasing flow of goods and
services from the forest. It is fully confident that these needs can be met
through rational management and evaluation of existing forests and
through the creation of new, man-made forests.

As far as the forestry conditions in our country are concerned, the
following should be stressed:

1) Most forestry operations in Israel are carried out under extreme
climatic conditions, hence their importance for many other regions
with similar conditions.
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TRENDS IN THE CHOICE OF SPECIES IN AFFORESTATION
WHEN MOISTURE IS A LIMITING FACTOR *

By R. KARSCHON,
Forestry Division, Agricultural Research Organization, Ilanot

Summary

A pragmatic approach is required in the choice of tree species for
dry-zone afforestation to fulfill clearly defined productive and protective
functions, afforestation being not a means by itself but part of natural
resources management to achieve socio-economic progress through an
increase in agricultural and timber output. Owing to the low GNP per
capita of many dry areas, the use of fast-growing species is called for,
with the emphasis being on the quantity rather than the quality of the
produce.

Successive stages in the choice of species are screening of literature
records, ecophysiological investigations, plantations in arboreta, and
establishment of replicated elimination and growth trials and of pilot
plantations. Possible genetic gains by the use of the most suitable seed
sources as determined by provenance trials, are emphasized.

Principles regarding the proper choice of sites and techniques for
afforestation in the dry zone are reviewed, due to their significance for
plant-soil water relationships.

The effect of plantations of fast-growing species in dry areas on
the enyironment is discussed in the context of the present ‘environmen-
talist hysteria’.

* Contribution from the Agricultural Research Organization, Bet Dagon, Israel.
1972 Series No. 2121-E.
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S R e O U LU L LT TR

THE IMPACT OF THE LAST SIX YEARS ON WORLD FORESTRY

By Dr. B. K. STEENBERQG,
Assistant Director General, FAO.

Summary

The theme of this Congress — stressing both social and economic
development — is the signal that we have not lost balance. The
present stage offers unprecedented opportunities for forestry develop-
ment for the full benefit of mankind.

The concern about the long-term aspects of forestry — those that
are inferred by currently fashionable words like ecology and environ-
mental concern — has always been central in the minds of those respon-
sible for the forest ecosystem. Foresters, already decades ago, pointed
out the dangers of soil run-off and soil erosion, water quality, changes
of climate, and other long-term hazards of over-expoitation of the forests.
It has always been inherent to the forester’s task to deal with subjects
beyond the planning horizon of the individual.

Planning will be more complex but it will reach a new dimension
through its wider impact in today’s broader socio-economic context.

In this process the forester will have to win new allies and widely
broaden his front. In doing so he must not lose the treasure of accumu-
lated knowledge and experience of natural resources management, an
experience without which mankind will have to start all over again. And
only if this heritage is upheld will the future be able to see the forests
not only still producing a myriad of products useful to man, but also the
myriad of non-tangible benefits which man craves for his social well-
being. There is going to be an exciting future.
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