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of land policy. in general. and in massive land allocation. in particular, In the author's
opinion, decision making on the part of those adminmistering the land economy should be
guided by consistency and stability.

In Incorporating the Experience of Other Countries in the Formulation of our
New Planning Law, Prof. Rachel Alterman of Haifa's Technion discusses what can be
learned from Britain, France, Germany, Sweden and others.

Dr. Eliyahu Borochov of Tel Aviv University writes on the Economic Aspects of
Moving the Military Industries. In his view, the parties involved would be deluding
themselves to think that the move could be financed from the sale of the lands on which the
industries now stand. near Herzliya and Ramat Hasharon.

Dr. Dov Gavish of the Hebrew University surveys a process lingering on from the
Mandate period in Land Disposition - Forecast and Reality under the British Mandate.

Aharon Yaffe, in Features of the Land Redemption Process in Beit She'an. enriches
the issue with an historical survey and description of a chapter in the annals of Zionist
settlement whose lessons remain valid.

Doron Cohen and Dr. Gerald Kuslansky discuss The Application of G.LS. to the
Process of Registering Public Housing. They suggest that a solution to the backlog in
registration may be advanced by integrating the analytical method recently adopted by the
Israel Survey Department with Tabu (the Land Registry Office) and the Geographic Information
Systems becoming popular around the world.

Adv. Avraham J. Shafat in Revolution in the Regional Council considers the
relationship between land policy and regional councils as reflected by the latter's jurisdiction
over most of the land in the state.

Also appearing in the issue is an article by Martin Crookston et. al.. translated from
The Planner, on Planning in Jordan. We hope that developments in our neighboring
country will be of interest to our readers.

Efraim Orni reviews Dr. Dov Gavish’s study. From Land Agreements to the Map
of Israel, 1920-1948. published by the ltzhak Ben-Zvi Institute.

Yehuda Ziv, the former director of the Jerusalem district at the [srael Lands Administration,
responds to E. Babay's article on the Eastern Negev, which appeared in Karka 34.

A brief review of the Institute's activities since the previous issue is presented in
Activities of the Institute.

And finally, we invite readers to contribute articles. We would be happy to serve as an
open forum for various problems related to land policy in Israel.
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EDITORIAL

The call for privatization resounds in the media and from political podia. It is being
proclaimed the wonder drug for remedying the economy and the means to improve the
financial situation, although in many countries the experience of privatization has not lived
up to its expectations and in many sectors it has culminated in social and financial failure.
Economists and other experts disagree as to its benefits, its long-term effects and its impact
on public welfare.

The demand for privatization has recently been directed also at our national land. Those
who sounded it have come to regard the land as a mere asset, forgetting its central national
value. They ignore, among other things, the role played by the national land reserves in the
absorption of mass immigration in the Fifties and, again, only recently.

What would have become of the huge waves of immigrants had the government been
required to purchase and supply land for housing, employment, culture and health from that
much lauded source - a free market?

Inasmuch as land is our concern. the present issue opens with an article by Gideon
Witkon, director general of the Negev University and the former director of the Israel Lands

Administration, entitled: Should the Lands of the Israel Lands Administration be
Privatized?

The author presents the case for and against privatization and concludes by quoting trom
the summations of our institute's land policy forum on the question of public ownership of
land as a device for population distribution and the achievement of national goals.

Prof. David Pines of Tel Aviv University analyzes The Preference for Settlement
across the Green Line as Reflected in the Direct Assistance Program for Housing.
The advantages accruing to a householder who chose to live across the Green Line rather
than within it are clear - a subject of considerable public interest recently.

Prof. Arnon Sofer of Haifa University opens the discussion On National Master
Plan 31 recently approved by the government - a subject on the agenda of the institute's
land policy torum. His reflections and objections lead Prof. Sofer to the startling

conclusion that 800,000 people can be settled in the heart of the country, around the Tel
Aviv area, without this being "initiated” by a master plan.

In his article, The Planning and Developmerit of the Hill Axis, Prof. Elisha Efrat
of Tel Aviv University voices considerable doubt about the program’s ability to increase the
Jewish population in the area. On the positive side, the program aspires to disperse the
population away from the center.

In Land Policy during Immigration Periods - a Re-evaluation or How the Land
Became a Scapegoat, economist Israel Kurz censures hasty decision making in the field
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