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Local Planning and State Land Policy in Israel (Part I), she describes the blossoming of
theoretical development and land-policy principles as well as the formation of Government
planning patterns. Land management during this period was characterized by dualism in
ownership, on the part of the State and of the Jewish National Fund. We eagerly look

forward to Prof. Kark's continuing research and her coming article on the processes
leading to the establishment of the Israel Lands Administration.

Dr. Yossi Ben-Artzi, of Haifa University, discusses the concept of National Land and
the changes it has undergone from a Sacred to a Hackneyed Value. In the author's view,
the changing values to which we are witness must remind those responsible for the nation's
land resources of the moral base underpinning their work.

Ms. Leah Doukhan Landau describes the intricate legalities that were involved in The
Purchase of the '"Wadi el-Kabani'' Lands, east of Wadi Huarit. The purchase was part of
the historical redemption of the lands known today as the Hefer Valley, a transaction
concluded by Yehoshua Hankin on behalf of the Palestine Land Development Company
and the Jewish National Fund.

In Ramot - Profile of a New Jerusalem Quarter, Mr. Aharon Jaffee describes one of
the neighbourhoods encircling Jerusalem that were built after the Six Day War, changing
the city limits and altering its image for years to come. Today, Ramot is a large and
successful neighborhood, with a population of 40,000 people.

Engineer and surveyor Jeremiah Aloni allows his imagination free reign in Land and
Real Estate in Israel, Towards the Year 2,000 - a Personal Perspective. His scientific
forecast was preceded by a fictitious account that caught the public's fancy. It appears in the
current issue "as a recess from the pressures of daily work."

The regular column, Activities of the Institute, reviews our work since the appearance
of the last issue of Karka.

Finally, we invite readers to become more involved in Karka's publication, whether by
contributing articles, requesting specific subjects to be dealt with or commenting on the
form and content of the periodical.

With your help, we will meet the challenges posed by the formulation of land policy - a

field in the throes of sweeping change at the moment - that will shape the country's land
regime for years to come.
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EDITORIAL

Two articles on the integrated National Outline Scheme for construction, development and
immigrant absorption open the present issue - by Professor Elisha Efrat and architect Dina
Rachewsky respectively.

NOS 31, which will have a fateful effect on the country's development in the near
decade, has been a fascinating subject of discussion at the Institute's land-policy circle.
Drafted by a top planning team, NOS 31 is uniquely in touch with Israel's dynamic reality.
It provides for unknowns in the development process, taking into account geopolitical
conditions. A built-in mechanism of close monitoring and constant control allows for
changes to be instituted in the course of implementation, if need be.

The nature of the subject is such that Karka will continue to discuss the scheme and its
attendant changes also in future issues.

As the title indicates, in Immigrant Absorption, Population Distribution and
Employment in a New Planning Concept, Tel Aviv University's Prof. Elisha Efrat
discusses the scheme basic concepts and chief facets, such as metropolitan growth centers

planned in accordance with need, as well as direct immigrant absorption versus problems
of population distribution and employment. The author also refers to accepted Government
programs and provides a general assessment of the tasks and importance of NOS 31.

Architect Dina Rachewsky, Division Director for National and Regional Outline Schemes
and chairman of NOS 31's planning team, supplies the background and principles behind
the drafting of the scheme, as well as its composition, structure and methodology in The
Role and Goal of NOS 31 - an Integrated Outline Scheme for Construction, Development
and Immigrant Absorption.

The Tel Aviv University's Dr. Eliyahu Borochov notes that of the lands administered
by the Israel Lands Administration during the period reviewed, the available supply of
building land was greater in development areas than in the central region and, as a result,
the Ministry of Construction and Housing built a considerable amount of residential units in
these areas. In Construction in the Past Two Years and Land-Policy Implications, the
author takes a critical view of the rezoning of agricultural land.

Architect DanRaz, planner for the Tel Aviv area, raises the important issue of Expanding
Land Uses and Planning Repercussions. He demands that planners delimit an agreed-upon
“critical land mass,” which, if exceeded, may disturb the balance and harmony of a planning
region.

The Hebrew University's Prof. Ruth Kark enriches the issue with the initial findings
of her long-term research on planning in the early years of statehood. In Glimmers of
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