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directed by remote control, from across continents and waterways.

This is follwed by a translated abstract by Yaacov Laks of an article published
by the Suffolk County Panning Commission. Farmland Preservation Program -
History and Current Perspective proves most instructive for purposes of comparison
with local policy.

In The Leasing Policy of the Israel Lands Administration, Yehuda Ziv, former
director of the ILA's Jerusalem district, responds to Gideon Witkon's article, "The
Capitalization of Leasing Fees,” which appeared in our previous issue. Ziv firmly
opposes abandoning the capitilization policy and returning to a biennial rating
system.

The issue closes with a review of Activities of the Institute.

Most of Karka's upcoming issue will be devoted to Israel's changing agricultural-
land policy and ILC decisions following the amendments to be made, as well as to

the Cross-Country Highway, Road No. 6.

Readers are invited to contribute.
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Decision No. 611 (which has been frozen), concluding that the latter is basically
sound but requires amending according to recommendations that he supplies.

In the third article, Redemption from the Land, economist Dr. Yoram Nimrod
analyzes the significance of the land asset and the position of the kibbutzim which
view land use as a new factor in their attempt to extricate themselves from severe
financial difficulty.

These articles are followed by one by Prof. Elisha Efrat of Tel Aviv University
on Israel's Cross-Country Highway and Land Repercussions. This controversial
issue has been dealt with at length by, among others, the institute's land policy
forum. In Prof. Efrat’s view, the project, in all its aspects, has not been subjected to
thorough study and should the highway nonetheless be built, provisions must be
made to ensure protected status for land tracts adjoining it.

Architect Dina Rachewsky reports on NOS 31, National Outline Plan for
Construction, Development and Immigrant Absorption - the Follow-Up Process.

In Tourism in the Rivalry for Land Uses, economist Israel Kurz concludes that
if the tourism industry is to enjoy accelerated development, the bottleneck created
at the national planning level must be dealt with.

Dan Raz, architect and Tel Aviv district planner, in Metropolitan Tel Aviv -
Countdown cautions of an impending "big boom" in the metropolitan area that
could well extend from Hadera to Gedera.

Writing on The Urban Registration Center at the Israel Lands Administration
(ILA), Mordechai Tanuri, division director of ILA Acquisitions, Ownership and
Registration, describes the center's work, noting the efforts and resources that have
been invested in streamlining the registration process, a national task of the first
order.

Leah Doukhan Landau contributes to the issue The Story of the Brenner
Neighborhood Lands, based on material from her archives.

Joseph B. Glass, of the Hebrew University's Geography Department, devotes
his article to The American Zion Commonwealth: its Policy of Action in Eretz
Israel. The lesson to be learned from this experience is that an institution cannot be
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EDITORIAL

Eleven decisions regarding the rezoning of agricultural land preceded the Israel
Lands Council (ILC) Decision No. 533 and its successor, Decision No. 611.

Not one of these was implemented nor met the needs of the State of Israel.

The above two, particularly the latter were incompatible with general national
planning and in defiance of approved, binding State land policy.

The ILC sought in its decisions to help make housing available at lower prices -
a key, indeed critical, issue on both the financial and social levels - on the
fundamentally false assumption that land was the sole determinant of housing
prices.

The illusion that flooding the country with cheap land would result in reasonably-
priced housing for new immigrarits, young couples, demobilized soldiers, etc., was
quickly shattered.

The ILC's penultimate decision, No. 533, on the rezoning of agricultural land
was rescinded and its successor, No. 611, was frozen in the wake of the severe
consequences they wrought.

The linkage between land and housing prices has been treated in more than one
issue of Karka and the housing issue continues to preoccupy the various media;
nevertheless, no solution to the housing problem has been found.

Are we trying to put a square peg into a round hole? This question should
rightly be addressed by academia. But academia remains silent.

Its fine minds have not accorded the matter the attention it deserves and the
field is thus relatively unknown to scholars.

Had they followed the development of land policy, had they built up a body of
research on which ILC decisions could be based, the state's land regime would not
be in crisis today.

The issue opens with three articles which directly or indirectly treat the above
subject:

The first, by Gideon Witkon, director-general of Real Estate Participation in
Israel Ltd. deals with The Preservation of Agricultural Land in Decisions of the
Israel Lands Administration. The author argues that it is time for a re-examination
of this principle, which has been one of the cornerstones of Israel's planning policy.

In the second article, Decision No. 533 /611 of the Israel Lands Council, engineer
and surveyor Zeev Cohen analyzes Decision No. 533 (which was rescinded) and
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